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Behold the Man
John 18-19:16
The account of Jesus’ trail is interwoven with the account of Peter’s denial. Look at the
unfolding of each. What stands out to you?
Themes to consider:
• strength vs. weakness
• freedom vs. bound-ness
• power vs. helplessness
• faithfulness vs. betrayal
Jesus

other accounts:
Matthew 26:36-31
Mark 14:32-15:20
Luke 22:39-23:25

Peter

“ The account [of Peter’s denial] is leaner, quietly veiled. The effect is to emphasize the
fulfillment of Jesus’ words to Peter (13:36), and to make it clear that ‘Peter cannot follow
Jesus, until Jesus has died for him’ (Fenton, p. 182)”
DA Carson, The Gospel According to John, pg. 586

“For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many
sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. For
he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source.” Hebrews 2:10-11
“ . . . he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a
merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins
of the people. For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help
those who are being tempted.”
Hebrews 2:17-18
“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.”
Hebrews 4:15
“Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you
may not grow weary or fainthearted. In your struggle against sin you have not yet
resisted to the point of shedding your blood. Consider him who endured from sinners
such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. In
your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your
blood. . . . For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it
yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.”
Hebrews 12:3-6, 11
1. Consider the specific sufferings Jesus endures in this part of the story.
• How is Jesus’ suffering in the passage similar to our own?
• Is there one that you particularly relate to today?
• In what ways is Jesus’ suffering unique?
• What help/encouragement regarding our own suffering do we receive by
observing Jesus’ actions in this passage? Is there anything you marvel at?
Anything that draws you to worship?

2. Peter’s failure to live up to the most basic level of faithfulness to Jesus, despite his own
exceptions (John 13:37), is at the same time surprising and understandable. In what ways
can you relate to Peter? What are glimmers of grace, even in the midst of his failure?

3. Note the truths of the Gospel that come through in this part of the story. Which ones do you
especially need to hold on to right now?

John 18-19:16
18 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the
brook Kidron, where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2 Now
Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his
disciples. 3 So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the
chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons.
4 Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came forward and said to them,
“Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them,
“I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 6 When Jesus said to
them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 7 So he asked them again,
“Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told
you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” 9 This was to fulfill the word
that he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave me I have lost not one.” 10 Then
Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant and cut
off his right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.) 11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put
your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?”
12 So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews arrested
Jesus and bound him. 13 First they led him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of
Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14 It was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews
that it would be expedient that one man should die for the people.
15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was
known to the high priest, he entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high
priest, 16 but Peter stood outside at the door. So the other disciple, who was
known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the servant girl who kept watch
at the door, and brought Peter in. 17 The servant girl at the door said to Peter,
“You also are not one of this man's disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.”
18 Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold,
and they were standing and warming themselves. Peter also was with them,
standing and warming himself.
19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching.
20 Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in
synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said nothing in
secret. 21 Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to them;
they know what I said.” 22 When he had said these things, one of the officers
standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the high
priest?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If what I said is wrong, bear witness about the
wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you strike me?” 24 Annas then sent him
bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You
also are not one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.”
26 One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter
had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” 27 Peter again
denied it, and at once a rooster crowed.

28 Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor's headquarters. It
was early morning. They themselves did not enter the governor's headquarters, so
that they would not be defiled, but could eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate went outside
to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” 30 They answered
him, “If this man were not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to you.”
31 Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The
Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death.” 32 This was to
fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of death he was going to
die.
33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are
you the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord,
or did others say it to you about me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own
nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you done?”
36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this
world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to
the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 37 Then Pilate said to him, “So you
are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born
and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth.
Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate said to him, “What is
truth?”
After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no
guilt in him. 39 But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the
Passover. So do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” 40 They cried
out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber.
19 Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2 And the soldiers twisted together a
crown of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3 They came
up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. 4 Pilate
went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may
know that I find no guilt in him.” 5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns
and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” 6 When the chief priests
and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to
them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” 7 The Jews
answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he
has made himself the Son of God.” 8 When Pilate heard this statement, he was even
more afraid. 9 He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you
from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to
me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you and authority to crucify
you?” 11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it
had been given you from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the
greater sin.”
12 From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release
this man, you are not Caesar's friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes
Caesar.” 13 So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on
the judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha.
14 Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He

said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 15 They cried out, “Away with him, away with
him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests
answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 16 So he delivered him over to them to be
crucified.

